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Memorandum of Understanding 

ERIC Yellow DOT Program 

Between 

School Bus Contractors and 

School District 

 
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) sets forth the terms and understanding 

between the (School Bus Contractor) and the (School District) for implementation of the 

ERIC Yellow DOT Program and proper training and education to Exceptional Learner 

parents/guardians in regards to the E.R.I.C form. 

 

Background: 

The E.R.I.C Yellow Dot program was created to assist special needs riders in need of 

emergency care following an emergency when they may not be able to communicate their 

needs themselves or the school bus driver is incapacitated. E.R.I.C stands for Emergency 

Response Information Card. The E.R.I.C form will contain important information an 

emergency medical responder will need to help care for these special children during an 

emergency. Disclosure of this information under these circumstances is permitted by 34 CFR 

99.30-31 (FERPA). The E.R.I.C form will be secured in the bus in a yellow box similar to the 

size of a Body Fluid kit that is locked/sealed with a zip tie.  The box will display a message 

prohibiting unauthorized entry and disclosure.  

 

Purpose: 

This MOU will allow School Bus Contractors and School Districts to provide a 

communication tool in an Exceptional Learners/Special Needs contracted vehicle in case of 

an emergency during home to school, school to home transportation. The E.R.I.C. Yellow 

Dot program will serve as a communication tool within our state to ensure a child's 

complete medical history is concisely summarized and available when needed the most - 

when the child has an emergency health problem and an emergency responder needs 

medical information to render care. 

 

The above goals will be accomplished through best efforts as follows: 

 The School District will be responsible for the collection of information to be placed 

on the Emergency Response Information Card. 

 The School District will notify parents/guardians of the ERIC Yellow DOT program 

through publication on the website, student handbook, or other means. 

 The School District will ensure that the School Bus Contractor receives a 

completed/updated Emergency Response Information Card before Back-to-School 

and throughout the school year as changes occur. 

 The School Bus Contractor will ensure that the Emergency Response Information 

Cards received from the school district are promptly put in the Yellow Box that has 

been specifically created for the E.R.I.C form. 

 The E.R.I.C form will only be accessed by authorized individuals in the event of a 

health or safety emergency consistent with the Family Education Rights Private Act 

(FERPA). 
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 The School District and School Bus Contractor will work together throughout the 

school year to maintain the program in the Exceptional Learners vehicles that are 

contracted by the School District. 

 The E.R.I.C. Yellow Dot program is voluntary and is not intended to create or 

transfer liability.  

 

Reporting: 

The School Bus Contractor and School District will need to determine the proper way to 

maintain the E.R.I.C program in their school district. It may require a weekly, bi-weekly or 

monthly review of the students to ensure that any changes have been accounted for; 

updated and changed on the student information card; and the most recent E.R.I.C is on file 

between all parties. 

 

Funding: 

The funding for this MOU will need to be agreed to between the School Bus Contractor and 

the School District. There will be necessary funding to ensure that all exceptional learners' 

vehicles are equipped with the proper yellow boxes and that the student information cards 

are printed and readily available for all parties. 

 

Duration: 

This MOU may be modified by mutual consent of authorized officials from the School Bus 

Contractor and the School District partners. This MOU shall become effective upon 

signature by the authorized officials from the School Bus Contractor and the School District 

and will remain in effect until modified or terminated by any one of the partners after thirty 

day written notice.  

 

Contact Information 

Partner name      Partner Name 

Partner representative Position   Partner representative Position 

Address Telephone Fax     Address Telephone Fax 

E-mail       Email 

 

___________________  _________   ___________________  _________ 

(Partner signature/date)     (Partner signature/date) 

(Partner name, organization, position)   (Partner name, organization, position) 
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