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PSBA 45th Annual Convention & 
Tradeshow  Preview 

The PSBA 45th Annual Convention 
& Tradeshow is quickly upon us and 
we are so excited to share some  
updates! As you know, we launched 
our new website which includes 
many new enhanced member 
benefit features ï including the 2025 
event registration! Thatôs right ï 
registration for this event is now 
officially LIVE! Head over to our 
Event Page and check out details, 
registration, available sponsorship 
opportunities & more.  Click Here 
for More information 
While thereôs so many things to 

look forward to at this yearôs event, 

below are just a few highlights: 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2025 

Welcome Tailgate - This function is 

a wonderful way to catch up with 

friends, old and new. This reception 

will take place in the outdoor bus 

display in a casual atmosphere with 

heavy appetizers & drinks, as this 

will replace the Sunday Dinner. All 

are welcome to attend!  

Community Hospitality Suite - 

Sunday night brings everyone 

together to mingle and enjoy the 

company of customers and friends! 

Enjoy good food, drinks, games and 

some friendly competition. We are 

also encouraging attendees to 

embrace our ñone teamò theme and 

come dressed in your favorite 

sports, company or family gear! 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2025 

Trade Show/Meet The Vendors- 

One of the premier highlights of the 

year, join vendors from across the 

country while they showcase their 

products and services.  

Vendor Cocktail Reception -Join 

us back on the Trade Show floor for 

a cocktail and light appetizers as 

you enjoy a toast with friends before 

heading into the Annual Banquet 

Dinner.  

Annual Banquet - On Monday 

evening, we recognize family 

owned businesses who have 

provided student transportation for 

25, 50 or 75 years of continuous 

service. This is a great time to learn 

more about the people and culture 

of the association over a delicious 

dinner. 

Aside from all of the network 

events, we also have a full slate of 

exciting sessions & speakers!  

Have you been following along with 

the promos for our Keynote 

Speaker, Dallin Cooper? Cooper 

will give us an entertaining lesson 

on leadership from his take on Get 

on the Bull.  

ñLeadership today feels a lot like 
bull ridingðfast, unpredictable, and 
unforgiving. The question isnôt ... 
Continued on page 6é. 
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Message From the Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

PSBA Oʛcers and Board of Directors 
 

Contact PSBA at: 
717-975-1951 (phone) | 717-975-1953 (fax) 

oʛce@paschoolbus.org 

 
Dear PSBA Members, 
 
I apologize that you are receiving this delayed 

newsletter but we wanted to make sure that you were 

receiving this with ALL the convention information.   

This years Convention will not disappoint.  The 45th 

PSBA Annual Convention with the theme ñ45 Years, 

One Team, Many Jerseysò  is the signature event for 

school transportation professionals from across the Commonwealth. 

We invite all contractor and associate members to register today 
and be part of this vital gathering focused on connection, 

collaboration, and advancing our industry. 

Held once a year, the PSBA Annual Convention brings together 
school bus contractors, vendors, agency partners, and education 

leaders for three days of professional development, meaningful 

discussion, and industry celebration. This yearôs convention will 

feature a robust agenda that includes expert-led workshops, timely 
panel discussions, interactive training sessions, and valuable 

networking opportunities. 

Why You Should Attend: 

Stay Ahead of the Curve: Learn about the latest legislative and 

regulatory changes impacting school transportation in 

Pennsylvania. Hear directly from PennDOT, the Pennsylvania State 
Police, and lawmakers who shape the policies that affect your 

business. 

Gain Practical Knowledge: From navigating workforce shortages to 
implementing new safety technologies, our breakout sessions and 

workshops are designed to give you actionable insights you can 

take back to your operation. 

Build Stronger Connections: Meet and exchange ideas with fellow 

contractors, industry vendors, and key decision-makers. These 

relationships are the backbone of our association and help us build a 

more unified voice. 

Showcase Your Business: Associate members will have the chance 

to exhibit their products and services, reaching an audience of 

transportation leaders from across the state. 

Celebrate Our Work: Help us recognize the dedication and 

achievements of PSBA members during our annual awards 

ceremony and evening events. 

As a PSBA member, your voice, your expertise, and your presence 

are essential to the strength of our association. Whether youôve 

attended for years or this will be your first time, the Annual 
Convention isé 



2024-25 Dues 
Reminder 

 your chance to connect with the issues that matter, 
engage with fellow professionals, and help shape the 

future of school transportation in Pennsylvania. 

 
Visit www.paschoolbus.org to explore the full schedule, 
reserve your accommodations, and complete your 

registration.  

Letôs come together to advance our mission, support 
one another, and continue delivering safe, reliable 
transportation to Pennsylvaniaôs students.  

 

Of course if you have any questions, difficulty 
registering or just want to learn more, please feel free to 

reach out to the PSBA Office at 
office@paschoolbus.org or (717) 975-1951 

Thanks and I look forward to seeing you in June! 

Stay safe, 

 

 

 

Gerry Wosewick 
Executive Director 

Message From the Executive DirectorɎ continued 

 

Have you paid your 2024-2025 Dues 
yet?  

Unsure if you've paid? Please contact 
our office at 
office@paschoolbus.org.  

Contractor Members don't want to 
miss out on the PSBA member 
pricing for the 2025 Convention, and 

ALL Exhibitors must be a current 
member in good standing.  

For more information, contact the 
PSBA officeðWe look forward to 
another great membership year with 
you! 

2024-2025 Dues 
are Due!  

http://www.paschoolbus.org
mailto:office@paschoolbus.org?subject=PSBA%20Annual%20Convention
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A Special Thanks to the 
Exceptional Learners Committee  
& Their Convention Contribution  

The Exceptional Learners Committee has been 
working on their Annual Convention line up since 
back in the Fall!  The group met viz Zoom to vet 
ideas, speakers and programs.  Over the last several 
months, the group has worked hard to connect with 
subject matter experts, brainstorm and raise the funds 
to build the programs. We are so excited to bring to 
you the official 2025 Exceptional Learners Track ï but 
first, weôd be remise to not thank those who made it 
happen.  
 
If you have ever had the pleasure to sit in on one of 
our committee meetings, the ideas that we bring to you 
will be no surprise. From the time we sit down, to the 
very last minute of our meetings, the committee is 
coming up with new ideas to help eachother, share 
their industry stories and present new ways to help the 
overall membership base, who may be going through 
similar situations. While they may be a smaller group, 
they sure do not fall short of the mighty.  
 
The PSBA Exceptional Learners Committee consists 
of the following members; Wendy Albor (Hilfiger 
Transportation), Walter & Nancy Garing (WJNJG 
Bus), Denille Girardat-Myers (Girardat LP), Jack 
Lawver (Chair ï Mlaker Transportation), Ben Lawver 
(Mlaker Transportation), Eganne McGowan 
(Wolfington Leasing Co), Mike Nericcio (Deitch Bus), 
Jay Newswanger (R&J Transportation), Todd OôShell 
(ABC Transit), Jodie Quibell (Reliance Student 
Transportation), Sue Roenigk (Vice Chair ï W.L. 
Roenigk), Aaron Sepkowski (Pocono Transportation), 
Brenda Watson (Watsonôs Inc) and Richard 
Wolfington, Jr. (Wolfington Body Co). This group has 
put together many hours worth of resources and 
research to continue to help the PSBA and school bus 
industry.  
 
Before we get into the sneak peak to Convention, we 
would like to take a moment to thank the following 
members; Girardat LP, Mlaker Transportation & 
WJNJG Bus for helping to make our speakers 
happen. While the committee worked to bring in our 
subject matter experts, there is one thing to keep of 
note ï stay within the budget, but ensure the quality 
and education is not lost. With this in mind, as part of 
the 2024-2026 committee Strategic Business Plan, one 
of the top priorities was to start a rolling fundraiser 
campaign that is/can only be used for educational 
resources and live sessions for the Exceptional 

Learners (EL) Track. To kick us off, the recognized 
three members above contributed to the campaign to 
help bring in our guest speaker, James Ball, Ed.D., 
BCBA-D, LBA.  
 

Dr. James (Jim) Ball, a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst-Doctoral, is the President/Chief Executive 
Officer of JB Autism Consulting. He has been in the 
field of autism for over thirty-five years  providing 
behavioral, educational, residential, and employment 
services to children and adults affected by autism. He 
provides private consultation to organizations, schools, 
and families regarding staff training, parent training, 
home support services, classroom design/support, 
functional behavior assessment and behavior 
management. 

 
To kick off the off the first session in the EL track, Dr. 
Ball will discuss systematic techniques for working 
with students with an autism spectrum condition or 
other developmental disabilities while riding on the 
bus.  It will focus on specific strategies, enhancing 
motivation, and generalization training.  A step by step 
demonstration will be presented using real life 
examples.   Modifications will be explored that allow 
this particular program to be effective with students 
significantly challenged with autism, as well as, those 
students with Aspergers Syndrome or other 
developmental disability.   
The three main objectives from this session will be: 
¶ Participants will be able to identify 3 
reinforcement techniques to assist an individual on 
the autism spectrum or other developmental 
disabilities while riding on the bus.   

¶ Participants will be able to implement 3 specific 
teaching techniques that will assist an individual 
on the autism spectrum or other developmental 
disabilities while riding on the bus. 

¶ Participants will be able to design an 
individualized program that will assist an 
individual on the autism spectrum or other 
developmental disabilities while on the bus.  

 
With a main goal of understanding and implementing 
strategies for working with students with an autism 
spectrum condition or other developmental disabilities 
while on the bus. However, it doesnôt stop there! 
 
 
 



Exceptional Learners continuedɎ. 
Immediately after this session, there will be a follow up 
roundtable that Jim will stay and help provide input to 
the group, based on questions and stories they bring that 
day. The committee will prep questions ahead of time to 
get the discussion started, however, we encourage all 
attendees to bring their questions and personal situations 
ready to share to receive full benefit of Dr. Ballôs time 
with us.  
 
To stay on theme with utilizing our speakers to give our 
attendees maximum subject matter resources, 
Pennsylvania State Police, Cpl. Zena Black will be 
joining us for our third session on Tuesday morning, 
after her Active Shooter/Crisis Management 
presentation. We highly recommend that you attend her 
first session as well, as she is a highly requested speaker 
each year.  
 
The EL Track Tuesday session will be held from 10:30 
ï 11:30 AM and will be an open discussion roundtable, 
centered around de-escalation on the bus. Of course, we 
encourage you to bring any questions/topics to the table, 
but the first half of the time will be talking through 
different scenarios with Cpl Black. All three sessions 
this year will be well worth coming to the convention 

alone, however, we hope that you take advantage of all 
of the educational and networking opportunities that we 
offer! 
 
If you are interested in donating the Exceptional 
Learners Campaign fund for this year or future sessions/
webinars, please reach out to the office at 
office@paschoolbus.org for more information. Any 
contribution helps and allows us to provide the 
attendees with exceptional (see what we did thereé) 
speakers!  
 
As a reminder, the 2025 Annual Convention & 
Tradeshow registration is officially open and 
recommend that you book your hotel room as soon as 
possible. All event information can be found on our 
website linked here and we hope to see you there!  
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How to Navigate the PSBA Website to Register for the 
2025 Tradeshow and Convention 

As we perfect all aspects of the PSBA website to en-
sure ease and enjoyable access for all of our mem-
bers, we understand that sometimes the changes can 
pose a learning curve to navigate. If you have not yet 
had the time to check out our updated website, please 
visit it by clicking here!  
 
The new website design is an enhanced member ben-
efit to provide more resources, updated and improved 
accessibility, interactive experience ï but most im-
portantly, have all of your needs and wants in one 
place. This will include membership billing/renewals, 
event registration, access to update your own member 
profile, Webinars, member only documents, advocacy 
updates and the list goes on.  
 
With that in mind, we are excited to launch our first 
official event ï the PSBA 2025 Annual Convention & 
Tradeshow! To visit to our event page, you can navi-
gate it through the homepage at https://
www.paschoolbus.org/ - or you can go directly to the 
landing page here - https://www.paschoolbus.org/
annual-convention-and-tradeshow.html.  

If you are browsing the website and would like to go 
to the event page, you will toggle over the ñEventsò 
tab at the top of the screen, and click down to the 
ñAnnual Convention & Tradeshowò ï you can click 
that to open up the 2025 event information. You will 

find all information here, including registration for 
both contractors & exhibitors, sponsorship infor-
mation, schedule/session description, room block and 
anything else you may need for this year.  
You will notice that there are a few tabs on the site 
labeled ñComing Soonò ï our team is aware that these 
are not yet updated, as these will be added as we get 
closer to the event. If there is a specific link or infor-
mation piece that you are looking for, donôt hesitate 
to reach out to us and we will provide you with what 
we have! 
 
Please note an update made for session materials 
this year:  
 
Workbooks/Session Materials ï the Convention 
workbooks are included in your registration as nor-
mal. You will receive these at event check in with 
your name badge and registration bag. This will also 
be available online the week of Convention if you 
would like a downloadable version ahead of time. 
Similar to last year, all session slides and handouts 
will be digital only, listed on the website. You can 
choose to print these at your leisure, or download 
them to reference at the event. However ï if you 
would like a printed copy of the slides & handouts, 
there will be an option to pre-order them for $20.00 
with your online registration.  
continued on page XXé. 

whether challenges will come, but 
whether you have the grit, strategy, 
and resilience to stay on and master 
the ride. In this high-energy 
keynote, based on Get On The Bull, 
Dallin Cooper gives leaders and 
high-performing teams the tools to 
embrace pressure, navigate 
uncertainty, and turn challenges into 
momentum that drives lasting 
successò. A few takeaways that the 
attendees will get are: 
1. Learn how elite performers 
(from athletes to executives) 
build the mental toughness 
needed to face challenges head-
on without burning out. 

2. Understand the difference 
between healthy perseverance 

and destructive overworkðand 
how to push forward without 
crashing. 

3. Recognize the ripple effect of 
your leadership on your family, 
team, and community, and how 
to lead with purpose and 
authenticity. 

 
Walk away with practical strategies 
to navigate uncertainty, embrace 
discomfort, and turn challenges into 
opportunities for growth. 
 
This is a session you wonôt want to 
miss, so make sure you register to 
be there on Monday, June 23rd! 
As a reminder, as this is the 45th 
year and we are celebrating our 

theme of ñone team, many jerseysò, 
we want to hear from you! Send in 
your favorite stories, memories, 
pictures, testimonials, or even your 
goals for the next 45 years!  
 

The association has transformed the 

school bus industry in many ways, 

but no matter what, we continue to 

have ï One Team. So bring your 

favorite company polo, family 

memberôs sport number, your 

favorite team jersey, or whatever 

you see fit for this theme and 

prepare for a weekend full of 

celebrations!  

Annual ConventionɎ.continued 
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These must be ordered/paid for ahead of time and will 
be available when you check in onsite.  
 
Attendee Lists ï event attendee lists will be made 
available via email the week before Convention, in 
your daily event emails, and be sent out again after we 
close the event. If you would like a printed copy, we 
will have these available (no fee) at onsite check in, as 
well.  
 
Print Materials/Signage ï our printer has given us a 
deadline of May 23rd for all large print materials/
signage. With this in mind, please make sure to send us 
your logos, marketing materials and anything else that 
will need to go in the workbooks/signage (specifically 
for Exhibitors and Sponsors).  

As always, we welcome feedback and if you have any 
questions or need assistance with finding the resources 
you are looking for, give us a call or shoot us an email 
at office@paschoolbus.org. We canôt wait to see you 
this year! 

How to Navigate the PSBA Website to Register for the 
2025 Tradeshow and Convention continuedɎ. 

The 46th PSBA Safety Competition  
Will Surely Not Disappoint! 

The Pennsylvania School Bus Association (PSBA) is 
excited to host the 45th Annual School Bus Driver 
Safety Competition, and we need your help to make it 
a success! Each year, this event brings together the 
most skilled and dedicated school bus drivers from 
across the Commonwealth to showcase their 
knowledge, professionalism, and commitment to safe-
ty. Now, weôre inviting PSBA members, industry pro-
fessionals, and transportation advocates to volunteer as 
judges for this prestigious event. 
 
Competition Date: 
June 20-21st 
 

New Location Reminder! 

The 2025 PSBA School Bus Safety Competition will 
be at: 
Bald Eagle Area High School 
751 S Eagle Valley Rd, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 
 
Judges play a vital role in ensuring a fair, smooth, and 
memorable experience for all participants. Whether 
scoring pre-trip inspections, evaluating driving maneu-
vers, or helping with logistics, your involvement di-
rectly supports PSBAôs mission to promote excellence 
in pupil transportation. 

Why Volunteer as a Judge? 

¶ Support Pennsylvaniaôs top school bus drivers as 
they compete for state and national recognition 

¶ Network with fellow professionals and industry 
leader 

¶ Learn more about safety best practices and driver 
training standards 

¶ Be part of a long-standing tradition that celebrates 
skill, safety, and service 

¶ Help promote the importance of school transporta-
tion safety in your community 

No prior judging experience is necessaryðweôll pro-
vide all the training and materials you need! Whether 
you're a veteran of the competition or new to PSBA 
events, we welcome your time and talent. 

Sign Up Today! 
If you're interested in serving as a judge or would like 
more information, please visit the PSBA website 
www.paschoolbus.org TODAY! 

Letôs work together to make the 45th Annual Safety 
Competition our best yet. Your participation makes a 
difference! 

mailto:office@paschoolbus.org
http://www.paschoolbus.org


 

https://mypsbainsurance.com/


 

https://mypsbainsurance.com/








Can you believe that we are already celebrating our 45th 
Anniversary together? There are so many things to cele-
brate from the past, but also looking into the future. We 
have come a long way, and we want to showcase that 
this year.  
 
Whether or not you are able to attend the Annual Con-
vention & Tradeshow this year in State College, from 
June 22-24, we want to hear from you! Send in your fa-
vorite stories, memories, pictures, testimonials, or even 
your goals for the next 45 years! We have gotten a head 
start with the pictures and cannot wait to reminisce with 
you all throughout the event, including the Annual Ban-
quet that will take place on Monday, June 23rd at 6:45 
PM.  
 
Looking back on what the past 45 years has brought us, 
including the family, friends and peers, we canôt help 
but feel extremely thankful. The association has trans-
formed the school bus industry in many ways, but no 
matter what, we continue to have ï One Team. So bring 
your favorite company polo, family memberôs sport 
number, your favorite team jersey, or whatever you see 
fit for this theme and prepare for a weekend full of cele-
brations! A few things to look forward to & the different 
ways you can participate:  
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2025 
 
Welcome Tailgate - This function is a wonderful way to 
catch up with friends, old and new. This reception will 

take place in the outdoor bus display in a casual atmos-
phere with heavy appetizers & drinks, as this will re-
place the Sunday Dinner. All are welcome to attend!  
Community Hospitality Suite - Sunday night brings eve-
ryone together to mingle and enjoy the company of cus-
tomers and friends! Enjoy good food, drinks, games and 
some friendly competition. We are also encouraging 
attendees to embrace our ñone teamò theme and come 
dressed in your favorite sports, company or family gear! 
 
MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2025 
 
Trade Show/Meet The Vendors- One of the premier 
highlights of the year, join vendors from across the 
country while they showcase their products and ser-
vices.  
 
Vendor Cocktail Reception -Join us back on the Trade 
Show floor for a cocktail and light appetizers as you en-
joy a toast with friends before heading into the Annual 
Banquet Dinner.  
 
Annual Banquet - On Monday evening, we recognize 
family owned businesses who have provided student 
transportation for 25, 50 or 75 years of continuous ser-
vice. This is a great time to learn more about the people 
and culture of the association over a delicious dinner. 
Registration will be launching through our new website, 
coming this Spring ï we hope to see you there! 

PSBA 45th Anniversary Celebration 
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